A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
England obtained the recognition of the Protestant suc-
cession, but for the rest she stood very much where she had
stood before the genius of her great general had won that series
of victories which began at Blenheim and ended at Bouchain.
Hie Union with Scotland. While the War of the Spanish
Succession was proceeding and forming the main interest of
the time the political union of England and Scotland was
established. The work is identified with Anne's reign. William
had desired it, of course, because it would have increased his
very doubtful power, but his name was too much hated north
of the border for the thing to be done in his time. But soon
after his death commissioners were appointed to make arrange-
ments for the Union. They reached no conclusion. The
Scottish Parliament met in the spring of the next year, 1703,
and was strongly separatist in tone; it broke up without passing
a subsidy. In the next year, 1704, Somers, the lawyer who
had been the brain of the 1688 Revolution, put pressure on the
Scotch; before the end of the year it became law that Scotchmen
twelve months later were to be regarded as aliens and imports
from Scotland were forbidden; war was also threatened by the
calling out of the militia in the North. By 1706 the resistance
of the Scotch was worn down and the Union was accomplished.
The title of the Crown was changed to that of the "United
Kingdom," Scottish members were to be returned to West-
minster in the proportion of about one-twelfth of the existing
House of Commons, and the House of Lords was to contain
sixteen Scottish peers. On January 16, 1707, the measure was
passed in the Scottish Parliament by no votes to 69.
Some knowledge of the financial situation helps us to under-
stand this result. England was raising a public revenue of
nearer six than five millions a year; that of Scotland was
£160,000. Of population we have no exact figures, but it
was probably in a proportion of about one to seven, or perhaps
one to eight,
The Death of the Queen and the Trick which deter-
mined the Succession. Anne's health was breaking down in
the months following upon the end of the foreign war. When
she should die there would be an opportunity for the restora-
tion of her own family, the legitimate Stuart line, in spite of
the public Acts which recognized the Electress Sophia as her
successor.
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